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903.  Covered Services   

Treatment for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) must:  

 Demonstrate that ABS are not custodial, or maintenance-oriented in nature;  
 Include coordination across all providers, supports and resources;  
 Identify parent, guardian and/or caregiver involvement in prioritizing target behaviors, and 

training in behavioral techniques in order to provide additional supportive interventions;  
 Include criteria and specific behavioral goals and interventions for lesser intensity of care and 

discharge;  
 Provide evidence that applicable community resources have been identified and engaged;  
 Provide evidence/support for a reasonable expectation that the member can benefit from the 

services proposed.  

General Eligibility: 

 Autism Spectrum Services are for individuals under the age of 21.    
 For children with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) diagnosis, therapy can range from 10-

30 hours per week, or more if medically necessary, and requires active parent/caregiver 
participation and involvement to increase the potential for behavior improvement/changes in 
those behaviors identified as causing limitations or deficits in functional skills that a child 
would normally have.  

 Children must be able to participate in sessions.  
 The member must exhibit behaviors that present as clinically significant health or safety risks 

to self or others, or are behaviors that are significantly interfering with basic self-care, 
communication or social skills.  

 Members/Caregivers must be able to participate in ABS therapy and have the ability to 
implement ABS techniques in the home environment as instructed by their behavior analyst. 
If they are unwilling/unable to implement therapeutic interventions in the home, 
consideration will be given to other modalities of treatment as ABS needs to be consistently 
applied in all environments to be successful.  Use of ABS in no way precludes other 
treatment inventions with ABS such as PT, OT, and other forms of behavioral therapy, 
family therapy, and/or medication management.  

Diagnosis should be made and confirmed in early childhood using one of the following tools: 
Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule (ADOS), Autism Diagnostic Interview (ADI), the 
Diagnostic Interview for Social and Communication Disorders (DISCO), and/or other known 
evidence based tools.  The diagnosis must be made by a practitioner enabled by the OCGA 
practice acts to diagnose behavioral health/intellectual/developmental conditions.  The following 
must be ruled out as causal reasons for behavior: 

 Primary Hearing deficits. 
 Primary Speech Disorder. 
 Heavy Metal poisoning  


